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Bocceroos 6
th

 best in the World! 

 

‘It’s a wrap for another two years for the Australian Men’s Team and what a great  result for the 
sport of Bocce and  Australia…” . 

A NEW Bocce World order is coming, with Australia leap 

frogging  to  6
th 

 in  the  World  out  of  74  bocce  nations. 

NOVEMBER 2019 



It was a stellar campaign by the Bocceroos at the World Bocce Championships 2019, hosted in Mersin 

Turkey during the week from 5th November to 9th November. The team of Dino Mikolic, Daniel Samsa, 

Angelo Parisi, Tony Palermo and Santo Pascuzzi   along with coach Franco Fava achieved a best ever 

result for Australia, by finishing ranked 6th in the World. 2019 has been a stunning season for Bocce Aus-

tralia and Team Australia. The Bocceroos team having won at the inaugural Asia Oceania Sport Boules 

Confederation Championships in May 2019, went into the World Championships full of confidence and 

determination, and they did not disappoint! 



 

 
Day 1 of the competition was full steam ahead as the Bocceroos took command of the bocce courts and 

won all their games. In the Doubles it was a nervous start for the first timers Tony Palermo & Angelo Pa-

risi, but after the first end over, it was no turning back for the duo as they went on to defeat Peru convinc-

ingly 13 points to 4 points. In the Singles Dino Mikolic beat Peru 10 to 7 points. Daniel Samsa did the 

same in the BowlThrow event beating Hungary 19 to 14 points. While in the Throwing events Heat 1 result 

were all good with Dino scoring 15 points in the Precision Throw, and Daniel 35Hits from 49Throws in the 

Progressive Throw.             

Day 2  and Day 3 of the competition the  results were up and down but the Team were determined and 

they refocused and reset themselves  to qualify into  the quarter finals.  

In the Quarter Finals, the Bocceroos Team did Australia proud as they were all very competitive and 

hung tough in what was an intensive day of competition: - 

In the Doubles Angelo Parisi and Tony Palermo were on target with Tony’s precision bowling and An-

gelo’s pin-point throwing. After a shaky start against - Serbia 2 points to Australia zip, Angelo & Tony, 

steadied and thereafter it was a   point by point game between Australia and Serbia. At one end, it was 

‘Jack high’ as both teams played to null the end by having the jack nominated and smashed out of the 

court resulting in having to restart the same end again and again. Tony Palermo’s bowling was spot on 

with precision bowling to the jack every time. In the whole Championship Tony’s bowling rate was plus 

95%, having only bowled astray about 4 bowls. While Angelo’s throwing was good and saved many an 

end, but some of the narrow misses were costly.  On the sixth end, it was at a defining moment of  the 

game, with the score 4 all and Serbia having won the point with their last bowl, it was up to Australia with 

one bowl remaining to win back the end. Angelo cleared the path and bowled to win the end, but the bowl 

was too fast and rolled past the Serbian bowl, leaving Serbia the point to take the lead 5 to 4 going into 

what was to be the last end of the game. With time running out, and Serbia having the score on the board 

and the psychological lead, all that they needed to do was maintain the lead. The last end of the game 

was a thriller as again it was a bowl by bowl encounter, with Serbia winning the point & then Australia tak-

ing back the point. In the end Serbia were the better team and won the end and the game 6 points to Aus-

tralia 4 points. It was a commendable performance by the first timers of Angelo & Tony as they finished 

the championship ranked 8th in the World – a great achievement for them both and Australia. 

In the BowlThrow Daniel Samsa was pitted against Dejan Tonejc (Slovenia) and the game was a close 

encounter. Daniel was in good form however a couple of critical misses gave Dejan’s the lead and there-

after it was difficult to peg back. Dejan won with a score of 23 points to Daniel 21 points.  In the 

BowlThrow event Daniel finished ranked 6th in the World. 

In the Throwing events, the quarter finals were played in the newer format of a direct encounter be-

tween teams. 

In the Precision Throw Dino Mikolic was against Matteo Mana (Italy). Unfortunately, it was not Dino’s 

day and Dino lost to Matteo (Italy 21 points to Australia 12 points). Matteo Mana was in top form &  went 

onto win the Gold medal with a score of 23 to Slovenia 18 points. Dino Mikolic finished ranked 5th in the 

World - a fantastic result for Dino and Australia. Gold -Italy, Silver- Slovenia & Bronze – Serbia & Chili 



 

In the Rapid Relay the duo of Daniel Samsa and Santo Pascuzzi were primed as they were pitted 

against the home team Turkey. Unfortunately, their run did not produce the results expected and were 

beaten having only scored 40 Hits from 58 Throws to Turkey 48 Hits from 60 Throws. Nevertheless, the 

duo finished ranked 7th in the World – well done Santo & Daniel. 

  

In the Progressive Throw, Daniel having beat Turkey in the quarter final 39 Hits to 34 Hits qualified to 

the semi-final and the medals round which were held on Day4, the last day of the Championship. It was 

Daniel’s precision running and throwing in the Progressive Singles Throw event, that got Daniel into the 

quarter finals and then into the semi-final play-off against Argentina’s Lucas Hecker. With a combined 

score of 75points (35 Hits/49 Throws 40 Hits/50 Throws) from the heats, Daniel went into the quarter 

finals ranked 5th overall and pumped for success. In the Quarter final Daniel with a score of 39/50 

smashed Mehmet CAN YAKIN (Turkey) who scored 34/48. In the semi-final, Daniel matched Lucas on 

the number of throws but had a string of 10 crucial misses, made it difficult to catch up on the Argen-

tinean who went on to win with a score of 40/48 to Daniel 30/48.  Lucas Hecker went into the final 

against an inform ŽIVOLIĆ Darijan (Croatia) who scored 41/51 to Lucas who managed to score 35/48.  

Final Classifications Gold to Croatia, Silver to Argentina and equal Bronze to Australia & Italy. 

With Daniel achieving Bronze, this now ranks Australia 3rd in the World for the Progressive Throw.   

Bocce Australia is proud of Daniel’s achievement and for putting Australia again in the medals.        

As part of the Championships the FIB Congress was held, and this year the FIB administration set about 

announcing many changes such as a restructure of the FIB Board with each of the four continents hav-

ing a representation on the Board along with a second from each of the continents. Gone are the days of 

the FIB Board being dominated by European nations as the new FIB gives recognition of the growth of 

the sport in the three other continents of Africa,  

Pan-America and Asia-Oceania.  With this, Australia’s Asia-Oceania Sport Boules Confederation 

(AOSBC) President Tony Biancacci was duly appointed as VP on the FIB board, representing Asia-

Oceania. Other changes include the establishment of a Continent WADA and Disciplinary representation 



to be part of the FIB. Nominees for WADA and Disciplinary committees are being considered by 

AOSBC. 

 

  
On the sporting side  to make the sport more appealing to the younger generation, the FIB will be intro-

ducing a number of far-reaching changes such as – Introduction of coloured bowls being a priority; 

shorter court - 18 metres; synthetic  rebound  type coloured courts(no longer the traditional sand 

based); Throwing events to be shorter with  only the first 3 target of the mat instead of the 6 targets. 

Longer term the sport will work towards a closer arrangement of all three bocce codes – Volo, Raffa and 

Petanque, with the future Championships to consist of all three codes. Continued the annual World Jun-

iors; as for the Women & Men championships to be combined in future championships; expand the 

World Cup concepts played by the Women to the Men and introduce more mixed events. 



As from the next World Championship, the Championships are to be rotated to be hosted in each conti-

nent. To help the hosting nation, costs are to be reduced by reducing the championship duration to 4 

days and increasing the user pays concepts. Participating nations will be required to subsidise meals, 

accommodation and transport for their teams. Another cost saving change is having the championship 

run for only 4 days, as was trailed this year in Mersin Turkey. Feedback was that the schedule was very 

tight and taxing on the organisers and players. As a results  further changes will need to be  considered 

to satisfy the 4 day duration such as the removal of either the Singles or the Bowl Throw event.  

In summary, the Championship was very successful on the bocce court and off, with a well-run event by 

the Turkish Bocce Federation(TBBDF) and the  FIB. The hospitality was outstanding, and the friendship 

renewed and new, always make this a special sporting event in the World. But above all, having Austral-

ia finish the Championship ranked 6th in the World is fabulous. This is the greatest ever result for Austral-

ia and a promise of better and maybe best, in the years to come. 

The World of Bocce currently stands at 74 nations and is rapidly increasing in number with this year hav-

ing inducted - India, Chinese Taipei and Hong Kong to the World Bocce family. The Asia-Oceania region 

is the fastest growing bocce sport of the four continents and promises to bring more opportunities for our 

sport and the many players that enjoy playing competitive Bocce. For Australia to achieve 6th is a great 

achievement by the team and one that makes Australia Proud. 

Bocce Australia congrats the players, the coach and all the support from family and friends that helped 

the team and the sport of bocce in achieving this significant result for the players and for Bocce Austral-

ia’s standing in the World of Bocce – Advance Australia Bocce! 

    

Top L-R: Enjoying a team dinner (Frank,Tony,Santo & Daniel); TBBDF President Mutlu Turkmen  

Bocce Australia President Frank Funari and Torsolar Mersin Mayor – Atsiz Yilmaz. 

Below: Spectators enjoying the bocce action in the Boccedrome.       

 

 

 

 



‘What a Bonza Bronzer!’ 

Australia wins Bronze at the World Bocce Champion-
ships 2019 – Mersin Turkey 
Daniel Samsa wins Bronze for Australia in the Progressive Singles Throwing event at this year’s 
World Bocce Championships 2019.  

The 38th Prince of Monaco 
World Men’s Bocce Champi-
onship was held 5th Novem-
ber to 9th November 2019 - 
Mersin Turkey. 

 

Daniel Samsa was determined 
to win a medal having compet-
ed in three of the six events at 
this year’s Bocce World Cham-
pionships and he did just that 
in the Progressive Throw event 
matching his Bronze from two 
years ago at the Men’s World 
Bocce Titles, in Casablanca, 
Morocco.  

It was another bonzer display 
of Run – Throw, by Daniel at 
this year’s World  Bocce Titles, 
having scored 35, 39 & 39 con-
secutive hits, having thrown 50 
( 1 kg in weight) bocce bowls, 

the length of a cricket pitch at positioned targets progressively up and down the target mat with a run of 
1.3km in 5 minutes, for each of the 3 separate runs. This event is for the super fit athletes with good arm-
eye throwing co-ordination, plenty of stamina and a strong running style. 

 “ I was pumped for the Throwing event having earlier in the day achieved a personal best score 
of  47, with Santo in the Double Rapid Relay, I went into the Progressive Singles Throw event 
confident of doing the same  and throwing at least 50 bowls,” Daniel said.  

This year Daniel competed in the Bowl Throw, the Double Rapid Relay with bocce partner Santo Pascuz-
zi and the Progressive Singles Throw events. 

It was Daniel’s precision running and throwing in the Progressive Singles Throw event, that got Dan-
iel into the quarter finals and then into the semi-final play-off against Argentina’s Lucas Hecker. With a 
combined score of 75points (35 Hits/49 Throws 40 Hits/50 Throws) from the heats, Daniel went into the 
quarter finals ranked 5th overall and pumped for success. 

 In the Quarter final Daniel with a score of 39/50 smashed Mehmet CAN YAKIN (Turkey) who scored 
34/48.  In the semi-final, Daniel matched Lucas on the number of throws but had a string of 10 crucial 
misses which made it difficult to catch up on the Argentinean who went on to win with a score of 40/48 to 
Daniel 30/48. 

 “It was how accurate I could be that was going to be the decider in the semi-final”. “Against Lu-
cas, the harder I tried to hit the target bowls, the more I was getting tired and my accuracy suf-
fered”.   

“But once I got back in the right headspace again, I started to hit the targets, but it was too late to 
catch up to Lucas”, said Daniel. 

 Lucas Hecker went into the final against an inform ŽIVOLIĆ Darijan (Croatia) who scored 41/51 to Lucas 
who managed to score 35/48. 



 Final Classifications Gold to Croatia, Silver to Argentina and equal Bronze to Australia & Italy. 

 “I’m happy with a Bronze and look forward to the next Titles to increase my medal count to in-
clude a Silver or Gold” said Daniel. 

With Daniel achieving Bronze, this now ranks Australia 3rd in the World for the Progressive Throw.  

The World of Bocce currently stands at 74 nations and is rapidly increasing in number with this year hav-
ing added -  India, Chinese Taipei and Hong Kong to the World Bocce family.  

With Australia ranked 3rd in the world, this is the greatest ever result in the Men’s Progressive Throwing 
event for Australia and a promise of better and maybe best, in the years to come. 

Go to  Bocce Australia Facebook or web page  for all the  results. 

Australia’s Tony 
Biancacci  on 
FIB Board  as 
Vice President 
It is a great coup for Bocce Australia to have Tony Biancacci as VP 

on the FIB board. Tony has been a long time advocate for expanding the sport of Bocce and with his re-
cent successes  in the Asia Oceania region  it is a fitting recognition for the work that he has done for the 
sport of Bocce. 

With the restructure of the FIB the board  recognized that all continents needed to be represented on the 
FIB Board. Gone are the days where the sport was ruled by France and Italy.  With the  sport of  Bocce 
expanding exponentially in the new  recently formed Confederations of Africa, Pan-America and Asia-
Oceania, it was recognized rightly by the FIB executive that the continents had to have a say in the sports 

development, direction and longevity. 

Tony was humbled by the appointment and is looking forward to 
working with the FIB board to expand the sport in Asia-Oceania.  

“This is a good thing for Australia and Bocce in the region in 
that the continents have  a seat on the board”, Tony told BA, 

“It is recognition by the FIB that the continents is where the 
sport is growing and as such they need to have a bigger in-
volvement in the sports administration”. 

Foto Top: Tony with FIB President Frederic Ruis and  below  with 
Yacne  Kafi & Franco Fava 



 

 

 

 

 

 

FIB CONGRESS 
— MERSIN TUR-
KEY Every two years at the Senior World 

Championships, Presidents and Heads of Delega-
tions attend the F.I.B. congress. This year the con-
gress was held in Mersin Turkey. 

The meeting took place in the splendid room of the 

Ramada Hotel in Mersin. A lot of topics were dis-

cussed and plenty of healthy debates  flowed.  

The meeting had a full agenda with the  

• financial report,  

• presentation of the F.I.B. development project 

called "Target 2023",  

• the introduction of  the new F.I.B. logo,  

• creation of a new code of ethics and  

• the establishment of  its new committee.  

This was followed by the  reports by the technical  

committees respective Presidents. The statutory 

amendment with the dissolution of the current Dis-

ciplinary Commission to be revisited.  

It was agreed that a request for a general meeting 

of the CMSB be tabled in the next few months and 

the issue of the  "World Lyon 2019" to  be sent to 

the new F.I.B. Disciplinary Committee for determi-

nation.  

As to the the F.I.B. development project called 

"Target 2023", this will be a game changer for the 

sport of Boules.    It is necessary that  the sport remain relevant in today’s  generation but also to the 

future as the sporting landscape changes and evolves. The FIB have realized that the sport needs to 

be progressive while still maintaining certain traditions but at the same time needs to look to the future 

and adopt to the world as it evolves. 

The FIB are set on moving towards merging the two bocce codes of Bocce Volo and Bocce Raffa. 

This will take time but initial steps include changing the playing surface  to synthetic, no longer having 

sand.  



#VC Bocce Slam ! 
In June the Veneto Club proposed to hold a marquee bocce tournament 
to commemorate the first ever World Bocce Championship held outside 
Europe a nd  North Africa that  was hosted by  the  Veneto  Club   in 
November 1979.  

 
1979 was an era when bocce was an extreme-
ly popular and prominent sport by many immi-
grants to Australia, especially by the European 
Community. As Raymond Cher mentioned in 
his opening speech “….at that time there 
were over 5,000 active bocce members  and 
an additional 10,000 social recreational 
bocce players. The event received exten-
sive corporate sponsorship, support from 
clubs Australia wide and media coverage” 
The 40th anniversary tournament was to be in 
the image of the 1979 world titles - a Doubles 
event but this time including women, played a 
round robin format, followed by classification 
rounds and then finals.  
 
Similar to 1979, an opening was held on Friday 
night, 22nd November in a marquee decorated 
with the flags of the then 1979 participating 
countries along with memorabilia of this histor-
ic event. Player registrations, speeches, a 
presentation by Mr Raymond Cher describing 
the preparation of the 1979 championships 
followed by the tournament draw and a fun 
bocce bowling game to conclude the night. 
The opening was highly successful with over 
80 people attending.  
 
The Veneto Club served Canape’s together 
with drinks including the generous donation of 
Prosecco from one of one of the major spon-
sors, Ale pat Taylor. The Prosecco setting off 
the evening as the “Veneto Drink of choice”. 
 

As part of the registration players and officials were also presented with a gift from another very generous 
sponsor Beretta Australia. Players were so surprised and grateful for the gift that many chose to wear it 
throughout the weekend. 
 
For the tournament the bocce drome was decorated with the flags of the 1979 participating nations. 



These were kindly donated by KAPPA, one hanging above each of the bocce courts making the bocce 
drome very colourful and giving it a real international feel.  

 
The doubles competition for both Ladies and Men started at 8.30am on 
Saturday 23 November. Ladies and Men teams from many Melbourne 
clubs as well as teams from country Victoria, ACT, NSW and Tasmania 
participated. It was noticeable that all those participating were friendly and 
complementary to each other, a lovely atmosphere for all players. Sunday 
saw the final rounds of round robin followed by ranking identification and 
commencement of the elimination games through to the finals. 
 
At the lunch break the semi-finalists were determined with Veneto Club 
having one team in the men’s (others being two Lazio Marche teams and 
one Sunshine Italian club team) and the Veneto Club with two teams in the 
ladies’ (others being Furlan Club and Casa D’Abruzzo). 
 

Lunch on Sunday provided by Veneto Club (VC) was also a celebration event with Lina Cher providing a 
beautiful cake to commemorate the 40th anniversary, a wonderful gesture by Ray and Lina Cher. Lina 
and Ray have been staunch supporters of bocce having been the sports administrators in Australia for 
half a century! 

 
Onwards to the finals in the afternoon. In the men’s semi-finals the VC 
team of Andrew Pozzer & Dom DiFrederico won against their opponents 
from Lazio Marche team of Dino Mikolic & Tony Borrelli. While in the oth-
er semi the Lazio Marche team of Jim Coviello and Rocco Palladino beat 
Sunshine duo of Tony Palermo & Angelo Parisi. While in the ladies it was 
a mixed result with one  VC team(Connie & Josie) successful in beating 
Casa D’Abruzzo while in the other the VC team were not so fortunate los-
ing  to the Furlan Club(Vanessa & Angela Allegretto). 
 
Both Finals were exciting as in both the Men’s and Ladies, both Veneto 
teams shot out to an early lead only to be pegged back by the opposition. 
Then it was an arm wrestle for an end or two but in the end it was the Ve-
neto Club home teams that broke through and won the final. 
 
Presentations were held in the Bocce drome with Gold, Silver and Bronze 
medals presented by Agostino Martini, Raymond Cher and Frank Funari 
(Bocce Australia) respectively along with prizemoney and a bottle of 
Prosecco on behalf of our generous sponsors. The tournament was then 
closed with acknowledgements and a toast to Bocce. 



In her closing speech Sonja Velo said…. 
 
 “The tournament was a great success in all aspects 
but could not have gone ahead or have been so suc-
cessful without the generous support of all our spon-
sors, the Grollo Ruzzene Foundation, CO.AS.IT, 
Alepat Taylor (including their donation of prosecco 
enjoyed by participants and awarded to the champi-
ons), Beretta Australia, especially for the generous 
supply of the player gifts. Daniella Seabrook Photog-
raphy, for the donation of her time to capture the 
event in splendid pictures, Kappa, for the donation of 
the flags which really set the scene, Stonemart Me-
morials and BlueCross Aged Care also for their sup-
port” . 
 
 
“We also must thank the Veneto Club Management 
for canapés and meals during the weekend, and of 
course, the Veneto Club Ladies Auxiliary for their de-
licious snacks that were so eagerly consumed. And 
last of all we must thank Bocce Australia for their 
guidance, knowledge and support in the planning of 
this event. Right from the start when it was a just a 
tiny idea, they backed us and guided us right 
through to the end” Sonja told BA. 
 
In closing an emotional Sonja told everyone “Enjoy the 
pictures of the event, and hope to see you back in 
2020 for the next VENETO CLUB BOCCE SLAM!” 
 
Written by SV & FF 
Go to VC Facebook to view all the photo’s. 
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Tel: +61 0417 339 640 

eMail: info@bocceaustralia.com.au 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/bocceaustralia Web: WEB: 

www.bocceaustralia.com.au  

 

Morwell in the print as the club gets 
ready to shine for the Nationals 2020 ! 
The Italian Australia Sporting Club in Morwell has a busy schedule in the first half of 2020 after securing 
the rights to host two major darts events as well as the Australian Bocce Championships. 
 
The club will host the Victorian Classic darts tournament over the Australia Day weekend before holding 
a leg of the Dart players Australia Pro tour in May. 
 
These two events will be followed by the Australian Bocce Championships which will fall on the 
Queen's Birthday weekend in June. Italian Australia Sporting Club general manager Cassandra Rendell 
said she was delighted to secure the events. 
 
"We've been working really hard over the last three years to get the Vic Classic back," she said. 
"We have darts here three nights a week and we felt it was really important to try and give back to 
those players that support our club on a weekly basis. 
 
"We've been holding some really big events over the last 12 months to try and attract players 
from Melbourne and all over Australia to come down here and play." She said holding the competi-
tions were advantageous not only to the club but all the community with hundreds of people set to come 
into the region. "I expect the Vic Classic, which is now a Grand Prix event, will have players come 
from all over as it's the first one of the calendar year," Ms Rendell said. 
 
A hundred-plus players will be here for that event and between 100 to 150 for the Bocce Championships, 
then you've got the people who will be here to watch as well.".  
 
Morwell Bocce Club secretary Sally Fava said attracting the Bocce Championships to the Latrobe Valley 

was a massive coup and she looks forward to 
using the tournament to showcase the sport's 
rich history in the region. 
 
"It's really exciting to host the Champion-
ships especially as it is the first time it's 
being held in the region," she said. 
"This will be the first time, in Victoria it 
won't be held on a metro area. It's also very 
important for us that we have got it on the 
50th anniversary of bocce in Australia. "We 
are very excited to be given this chance to 
be able to celebrate our history." 
 
 

Written By Dylan Arvela—La trobe Valley Express  
 

Morwell Bocce Club's Frank Fava and a team of dedicated workers will be carefully manicuring the 
courts at the Italian Australian Club ahead of the Nationals. photograph Hayley Mills 
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